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SUB J : PAKISTANI AMBASSADOR ON RECOGNITION AND WAR CRIMES 

1. SUMMARY: PAKISTANI AMBASSADOR SULTAN KHAN CALLED ON 
AMBASSADOR MEYER MARCH 16 TO DISCUSS PROBLEMS FOR PAKISTAN 
IN RECOGNITION OF BANGLADESH AND PROBLEM CREATED 

BY WAR CRIMES TRIALS THREATENED BY BANGLADESH. RE LATTER, 
HE REQUESTED U. S. USE INFLUENCE WITH BANGLADESH TO WARN 
LATTER OF DANGER TO PEACE- MAKING WHICH WAR CRIMES TRIALS 
WILL POSE. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN THE COURSE OF HIS CONVERSATION. SULTAN KHAN STATED 
THAT PROBLEMS POSED FOR PAKISTAN ATTENDANT TO RECOGNITION 
OF BANGLADESH FIGURED IN MEETING BETWEEN SECRETARY AND 
GOVERNOR KHAR ( SEE STATE 44799) AND THAT ASSISTANT 
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SECRETARY SISCO HAD SUGGESTED THAT PAKISTAN CONSIDER A 
SCENARIO INVOLVING A PHASED APPROACH. SULTAN KHAN SAID 
THAT WHILE PAKISTAN MIGHT BE PREPARED CONSIDER SUCH A 
STEP, PARTICULARLY AFTER NEW CONSTITUTION ADOPTED IN LATE 
APRIL, IT CONTINUES ENTERTAIN SERIOUS RESERVATIONS RE- 
GARDING INDIAN AND BANGLADESHI INTENTIONS- NOTING THAT 
RECOGNITION SEEMS BE POPULARLY SEEN AS MERE PRECONDITION 
TO RELEASE OF POWS, HE STRESSED THAT INDIANS CONTEND 
RECOGNITION WILL ONLY " FACILITATE" RELEASE, LEAVING 
PAKISTANIS CONCLUDE THAT INDIANS EITHER WILL DEMAND SOME- 
THING FURTHER FROM PAKISTAN FOR REPATRIATION OR ARE 
SIGNALING THEIR INABILITY DELIVER BANGLADESHIS. 

3. WHATEVER INDIAN PROBLEMS MAY BE, SAID SULTAN KHAN, 
BANGLADESHIS ARE CENTRAL TO REPATRIATION SOLUTION. IN 
STANCE PARALLEL TO THAT OF INDIANS, BANGLADESHIS ASSERT 
THEY CANNOT " DISCUSS" ISSUE UNTIL RECOGNITION OCCURS; IN 
ABSENCE OF UNDERTAKING TO ACT, PAKISTAN SEES RECOGNITION 
AS PRECONDITION ONLY TO TALKS WHICH MAY RESOLVE NOTHING. 
MOREOVER, IN LIGHT RECENT BANGLADESH ELECTIONS, PAKISTANIS 
FEAR SHEIKH MUJIB LIKELY PROVE MORE INTRACTABLE THAN EVER. 
ELECTION SWEEP IN 1970 MADE HIM RIGID; RECENT VICTORY 
LIKELY MAKE HIM EVEN MORE INTRANSIGENT. SHEIKH NOW HAS 
NO RPT NO INCENTIVE TAKE ACTION ON REPATRIATION IN LIGHT 

OF ELECTION. AS RESULT. IMPASSE MAY WELL DEEPEN. 

4. SULTAN KHAN THEN STATED THAT PAKISTAN HAS HEARD THAT 
WAR CRIMES TRIALS ABOUT TO BEGIN. ACCORDING THESE REPORTS, 
A IUDGE HAS BEEN APPOINTED AND CHARGES HAVE BEEN LAID 
AGAINST 250 PERSONS. PAKISTANI AMBASSADOR SAID THAT IF 
RECOGNITION/ REPATRIATION DILEMMA SLOWS PEACE- MAKING 
PROCESS, WAR CRIMES TRIALS WILL THREATEN VITALITY OF SIMLA 
PROCESS. GOP FEARS THAT IF TRIALS BEGIN, PUBLIC REACTION 

IN PAKISTAN, AND ESPECIALLY IN PUNIAB, WILL BE INTENSELY 
ADVERSE. STRENGTH OF FEELING EXPECTED BE SUCH THAT GOP' S 
FREEDOM OF ACTION MOVE ON RECOGNITION WILL BE SEVERELY 
CURTAILED. MOREOVER. FURTHER PARTICIPATION IN SIMLA 
PROCESS WOULD BE THREATENED. LASTLY, THERE REASON TO 
FEAR THAT SAFETY OF BENGALIS IN PAKISTAN WILL BE JEOPARD- 
IZED, PARTICULARLY SINCE NOT RPT NOT ALL SEQUESTERED 
BUT RATHER MOST LIVING IN SCATTERED AREAS OF PAKISTAN. 

5. CONCLUDING HIS REMARKS ON PEACE- MAKING DIFFICULTIES, 
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BOTH GOI AND BOC TO BE MORE FORTHCOMING ON REPATRIATION 
SO THAT PAKISTAN CAN MOVE TOWARD RECOGNITION. HE ALSO 
ASKED THAT USG CONVEY TO BDG DEEP CONCERN WHICH WAR CRIMES 
TRIAL WILL CAUSE PAKISTAN AND THREAT THEY WILL POSE TO 
RESOLUTION OF LARGER ISSUES. 

6. DURING COURSE OF CONVERSATION, AMBASSADOR MEYER SAID 
HE BEEN IMPRESSED BY SINCERITY WITH WHICH REPRESENTATIVES 
OF ALL THREE SUB- CONTINENT COUNTRIES AVOW THEIR DESIRES 
TO SEE RECONCILIATION OF DIFFERENCES AND NORMALIZATION 
OF RELATIONS. LIKE PAKISTANIS, OTHERS HAVE THEIR COM- 
PLAINTS OF FRUSTRATION, E. G. INDIANS OVER BHUTTO' S 
ALLEGED RENEGING ON SIMLA PROMISE THAT RECOGNITION OF BDG 
WOULD OCCUR WITHIN TWO MONTHS, AND BDG RE REFERENCE 

IN NEW PAKISTANI CONSTITUTION TO RETURN OF EAST WING. YET 
PARS SAY THEY READY TO EXTEND RECOGNITION AND RELEASE 
DETAINED BENGALIS. INDIANS SAY GOI HAS NO DESIRE IN- 
DEFINITELY TO RETAIN BURDENSOME 90000 POWS, BUT THAT 

BANGLADESH CONCURRENCE IS ESSENTIAL. BDG SAYS IT IS 
PREPARED TO MOVE ON POW RELEASE SUBJECT TO WAR CRIMES 
TRIALS, WHICH EVEN PARS APPEAR NOT TO EXCLUDE. 

7. THUS SCENARIO OF TYPE MENTIONED BY SISCO SHOULD BE 
POSSIBLE. USG WITH REASON DOES NOT WISH TO GET IN THE 
MIDDLE BUT PERHAPS OTHER FRIENDS MIGHT HELP FIND THE KEY, 

E. G. INDONESIA, IRAN, BRITAIN OR UN. AMBASSADOR MEYER 
CONJECTURED WHETHER USEFUL DISCUSSION BETWEEN AMBASSADOR 
KHAN HIMSELF AND HIS FORMER COLLEAGUE THE NEW BDG 
AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON SHOULD BE RULED OUT. IMPORTANT 
THING HE STRESSED IS TO QUIT LOOKING BACKWARD AND FOCUS 
ATTENTION ON THE FUTURE. WITH BDG ELECTIONS OVER, HE 

SAID, TIME FOR STATESMANSHIP IS AT HAND. 

8. RE AMBASSADOR KHAN 1 S SPECIAL REQUEST RE IMMINENCE OF 
POW TRIALS BY BDG, AMBASSADOR MEYER EXPRESSED UNDERSTAND- 
ING HOW THIS COULD EXCITE EMOTIONS IN PAKISTAN, NOTED HIS 
IMPRESSION THAT BDG HAS BEEN STEADILY PROCEEDING WITH 
INVESTIGATIVE PROCESSES, AND SAID WHETHER THERE ANYTHING 
USG COULD USEFULLY DO IS QUESTIONABLE BUT WOULD BE STUDIED. 
AMBASSADOR KHAN ACKNOWLEDGED GOP ASKING NUMBER OF FRIENDLY 
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